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REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION (RCE) 
(37 C.F.R,§ 1.114) 



1 , Applicant hereby requests continued examinatim, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.114, for the 
above identified application. 

WARNfNO: 35US.C,§1 32(b) and §1,114 provide for the continued examination of an appftcatkin and not examination 

of a continuing appltcM'ton). Accofdingiy. ttte Office wiU not pennit an appficani to ot>tain continued 
exarrmation on the t>dsis of c/mms that are independent and distinct from the ciaims pre^sly claimed and 
examined. Notice of March 10, 2000. 65 Fed Reg 14B65, at 14868, " 

WARNING: A continued examination request cannot be made if at fea^ one office action under 35 U.S.C § 132 or a 
rioiice of allowance under 35 tJ.$.C.§161 has not tteen mailed. The pro)^sions of 37 CFR 1.114 also do not 
ap^y (1) to a provisionai application: (2) an appfica^ for a utinty or plant patent fiied under 35 US.C. § 
111(a) before June 8, 1 995; (3) an intemationai applicatkyn f3ed under 35 U. S. C, § 363 before June 8, 1 995: 
(4) a patent unxier reexamination or (5) an appftcathn for a design patent. 37 CFR § l.i 14(d). 

CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.8(a) A ND 1.10* 

(When usifjg Express h^atl the Express Mail label r^umber is mandatory: 
Express Mail certification is optioryal.) 

I hereby certify that, on the date shown below, this correspondence is being: 

Mailing 

■ deposited with the United States Postal Service in an envelope addressed to the Assistance 
Commissioner for Patents, P. O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

37 C.F.R. § 1.8(a) 37 C.F.R. § 1.10* 

■ with sufHcient postage as first class malt. o as 'Express Mail Post Office to 

Addressee" 

Mailing Label No. 



TRANSMISSION 

facsimile transmitted to the Patent and Tradem ark Office, (703), 



{mandatory) 



DATE: 10/21/03 
IO/Z7/20« ftyOHMFl 00000114 094237% 



01 FCI2M1 

02 FCI2201 



3S5.00QP 
43.00 flP 




(type or print name of practitioner) 



* Only the date of filing (§ 1. 6) will be the date used in a patent term adSustment calculation, a&hough the date on any certsTtcate 
of maiiing or transmission under § 1,6 cor^nues to be taken into account in determining timetiness. See § 1. 703(f). Consider 
"Express Mail Peat Office to Addmssee' (§ f . 10) or facsimite transmission ( § 1.6(d)) for the reply to be accorded the earliest 
possUfle filing date for patent term a<fiustment calculations, 

(Request for Continued Exammation (RCE) (37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 H) {9-64] - page 1 of 5) 



and Beturn 



09/423.776 

NOTE: There b no Kmit to the number of fimes the fee for continued exanu r^tottce of March 10.2000. 

65 Fed Reg 14365. at 14868. 

NOTE: Unlike a conttnuatton applicatton. a omtinued examination request can utilize the mailinQ procedure of 37 CTR 1 .8. See 
37 CFR§1.8(aK2)(iKA). 

TIME REQUEST IS BEING MADE 

2. This request is being subm itted (check appropriate it6m(s) below): 

i. o Prior to abandmment of the application 

it. ■ Payment of the issue fee 

■ Prior to payment of issue fee 

□ Issue fm has been paid but a petition under § 1 .31 3 has been granted 

Ifl. □ Prior to a decision on appeal to the Board of Patent Appeals & Interferences 

□ A notice is being separately sent to the Board of Patent Appeals & 
Interferences that this Request for Continued Examination Is being 
filed. 

NOTE: if such a notice is not sent to the Board then may refuse to vacate a decision rendered after the filing of the 
ROE tTut before reco^iticm by the Office of the RC£ request under § 1.1 14. 

iv. □ Appeal to the U.S. Court of Appeals of the Federal Circuit under 
35 U.S.C. § 145 or □ Commencement of a civil action under 35 U.S.C. § 146 

o Prior to the filing of such appeal or com mencement of ctvit action 
a Such appeal or commencement of ctvit action has been term inated 

ENCLOSURES 

3. Enclosed herewith is/are: 

WARNING: if reply to a final or non-finai Office action unrSer 35 U S. C. § t32 is outstartOing, the submission 

must meet the reply requirennents of § 1.111. 37 C.F.R. § 1.114(b). 

□ An Infomiation disclosure (37 C.F .R. § 1 ,98) filed on Septem ber 22» 2003 
a Form PTO-1 449 (PTO/SB/OSA and 08B) 

■ A Voluntary Amendment 

□ New arguments 

a New evidence in support of patentability 

■ Other: Please consida" the information disclosure (37 C.F.R. § 1.98) filed on 

September 22. 2003 including Form PTO-1449 (PTO/SB/08A and 08B)-an 
Addendum forwarding the missirig Russian citation will follow shortly. 



FEE FOR REQUEST (37 C.F.R. § 1.17(e)). 

4. This application is on behalf of: 

■ Small entity (and status is still as small entity) $385.00 

o Other than a small entity $770.00 

0>ntinued Prosecution Request F ee $ 385.00 
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(Request tor Continued ExaminatKm (RC^) (37 C.F.R. § Vii4) [9-64] - page 2 of 5) 



FEE FOR CLAIMS 



NOTE: The fee H>rc<mtinuQaexammaiion under § 1.114 (§1. 17(e)) does not induOe edditKinat claims fee (of. 1.53(d)(3)(tt)). • 
See Notice of March 10, 2000. 65 f=edReg 14865. at 148^. 

37 CfR 1. 53 (d)(3}: The f£ng fee for a conVnued prosecution appTtcation fUed under this paragraph is: 
CO The basic filing fee as set forth in § 1.16: and 

Any addjOonel §1.16 fee due tiasedon ttte numt)erofctaifns remaining in (he application after entry 
of any amendment accompanying the request for an appScaUon under this paragraph and entry of 
any amendments under §1.116 unentered in the prior appUcatton which applicant has requeued 
to 1)0 entered in the continued prosecution appticstion. ' 

5. The fee for claims (37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 6(b)-W)) has been talcnilated as shown below: 

On-ERTWN 

(Col. 1) (Col. 2) (Ck>l.3) SMALL ENTITY A SMALL ENTITY 

CLAIMS '~ 

REMAINING HIGHEST NO. 

AFTER PREVIOUSLY PRESENT ADDIT. ADDIT. 

AMENDMENT PAID FOR EXTRA RATE FEE OH RATE FEE 



TOTAL '33 MINUS 33 = 


x$9? 


$ 




x$18= 


$ 


INDEP. '4 MINUS 3 


1 x$43= 


$43 




x$86= 


$ 


a FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEP. CLAIM 


+ $145= 


$ 




+$290= 


$ 




TOTAL 
ADDIT. FEE 


$43 


OR 


TOTAL 
ADDIT. 
FEE 


$ 



If the entry in Col, 1 is less than entry in Col. 2, write 'C in Col. 3. 
- tfthe "H^$^ Ato. Previously Paid for' IN THi$ SPACB is less than 20, enter ^20'. 
tf^ the 'Highest No. Previously Paid foT IN THIS SPACB Is less than 3, enter -3". 

The 'Highest No. Previousty Paid tor* (Total or tndep.) ts the highest number found In the appropriate box in Col. 1 of 
a prior amendment or the numt>er of claims origtnalty filed. 

WARNING: See 37 C.F.R. § 1.116. 

(complete (a) or (b). as applicable) 

(a) a No addittonal fee Is required. 

OR 

(b) ■ Total additional fee required is S 43.Q0 . 



(Request for <::oni!nued Examination (RCE) (37 C.F.R. § i . 1 14) [9*64} - page 3 of 5) 




09/423,776 

EXTENSION OF TIME 

(if an extension of time is appropriate complete (a) or (b), as applicable) 

6. The proceedings herein are for a patent appllcatton. and the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 36(a) 
apply. 

NOTE: 37 C.F,R. § 1. 704(b) *....an eppiicant shall be deemed to have failed to engage in reasonable efforts to conclude 
pmcessing orexamin^ion of an application tor the cumi^ative Mai of any periods of time in excess of three months that 
are taken to repfy to any notice or action by tfte Offtce making any r^Qctk>n, ot^ection, argumant, or other request, 
measuring such three-month period from the date the n<^ioe oractkm was mailed or given to the applicant, in which case 
the period of adjustment set forth in§t 703 shaO ba reduced by the number of days, if any, beginnirig on the day after 
the date that is three n^mths after the date of mailing or transrrvssion of the Off^ commtmicatkin notffying the applkant 
of the rejectkin, ob^ectk>n, argument, or other request and ending on the date the reply was fUed The period, or 
shortened statutory period, forrepty that is set in the Office ectk^ ornoWce has no e^d on the three-month period set 
forth in this paragraph.' 

(a) □ Applicant petitions for an extension of time, the fees for which are set out in 
37 C.F.R. § 1.17(aK1)-(4), for the total numt)er of months checked t)eIow: 



Extension for Fee for other than Fee for 

(nionths) small entity small entity 

□ one month $ 110.00 $ 55.00 

□ two months $ 420.00 $210.00 

□ three months $ 950.00 $475.00 
o tour months $1,480.00 $740,00 

□ fifth months $2,010.00 $1,005.00 



FEE;$ 



If an additional ex tension of time is required* please consider this a petition theref or. 



(check and complete the next hem, if applicable) 

□ An extension for months has already been secured, and the fee paid 

therefor of $ \e deducted from the total fee due for the total months of 

extension now requested. 

Extension fee due with this request $ 



OR 



(b) M Applicant believes that no extension of time is required. However, this is a 
conditional petition and authoriz ation to pay the necessary fees to provide for 
the possibility that applicant has inadvertently overlooked the need for a petition 
and fee for extension of time. 



TOTAL FEE(S) DUE 

WARNING: The fee for continued examinatk)n under §1.114 may not be deferred, 37 C. F.fl § f . 53(f). 

The total fee(s) due is/are; 

Continued Prosecution F ee ( § 1 .1 7(e)) $385.00 



Fee(s) for additional claim s (if any) (§ 1 .16(b)-(d)) $ 43.00 
Extension of lime fee (if any) (§ 1 .17(a)(1 )-(4)) $ 



Total Fee{s) Due $ 428.00 



(Request for C^mtnued Examination (RCE) (37 C.F.R. § 1.114) [9-64] - page 4 of 5) 



to 



09/423,776 
PAYMENT OF FEE(S) DUE 

Please pay the fee(5) for this continued examination application as follows: 

■ Check is attached for the sunn of S 428.00 

□ Charge Account No. 04-0213 the sum of $ 



o Charge Credit Card the sum of $ 

(Credit Card Payment Form (PTO-2038) attached) 

Please charge any required additional fee(s) for § 1.17(e). § 1.16(b)-(d) and/or § 1.17(a){1)-(4) 

■ Account 04-0213 

o Credit Card (Credit Card Pay ment Form (PTO-2038) attached). 

INVENTORSHIP 

NOTE: AnyGhanQeofin\^ntOf9mstt>omtMproce<fymsetfdnhm37CFR§1 See Notice of March 10, 2000. 
B5 Fed Reg 14B65, at 14868. 

9. This application as am ended names as inventors: 

■ the same inventors as previously designated for the daim s. 

□ fewer than the inventors previously designated and a statement accompanies this 
request for the deletion of the name or names of the person or persons who are not 
inventors of the invention now being daim ed. 

□ a person not named previously as an inventor and a petition under 37 C.F.R. § 1.48 
is/has separately: o being filed □ been filed 

DEFERRAL OR EXAMINATION 

10. □ A request for deferral of examination accompanies this request for continued 

examination. 



Reg. No, : 32,018 



Date: 10/21/03 Michael J. Buiold 

(type or print name of practitioner) 

Customer No.: 020210 
Tel. No. (603) 624-9220 DAVIS & 8UJ0LD. P.L.L.C. 

Fourth Floor 

Fax No. (603) 624-9229 500 North Commerdai Street 

Manchester NH 03101-1 151 
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